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Allan - 1984, Conte and pastel on paper, 36.5x29.5 inches



ANN KIPLING - HEADSPACE

The way that light and matter interact has been 
explored by many artists, quite often in relation to 
the landscape, such as Turner and Constable's 
paintings that captured the atmospheric sensations 
in seascapes or the impressionists whose fragmented 
applications of color replicated the brilliance of 
existence to an extent that the firmly defined realist 
had missed. Quantum electrodynamics (QED) 
addresses this phenomenon in a relativistic way. It 
describes the space just past the object where the 
molecules mix and dissemble into one another. 
There is as lively a presence in the empty spaces as 
exists within the object itself. The impressionists, 
when they dabbed on spots of color allowing them 
to be mixed by the beholding eye were unwittingly 
illustrating this. Every inch of space, empty or 
occupied is vibrating with energy.

Ann Kipling's work, be it landscape, goat, plant or 
human as subject, records this vibrational liveliness. 
Her mark-making is as diligent as that of the Great 
Creator, as filled with energy and presence. With the 
ongoing work of portraits, the heads, this perception of energy is especially acute - a human 
illuminated by the low light of a fall day rubs a hand through the hair or across the face and millions 
of particles blur the outline like an electrical charge emanating.

 It has been philosophically discussed that there is no realizable present for just as the present is 
created from the future, it becomes the past. The nano-second when that happens is inconceivable, 
certainly to the human eye, so that we are in film mode always, never accomplishing the still shot of 
perception. Kipling's heads are recorded over time. The sitter has been posed in one position as 
Ann Kipling recorded her impressions which shifted as time passed. She has also recorded small 
shifts in the movement of the sitter over the time required to produce the portrait. It is an intense 
cooperation between the sitter who internally feels far more twitchy and alive than the still pose 
allows, and the artist who moves between judgment calls as to where she is marking the page, the 
pressure of that gesture, the direction, length and width of the line, the time between strokes, the 
amount of relaxation. Automatic pilot brings to the page periods when she reassesses the whole 
and then enters her artistic conversation again. Add to this the choice of color, the time spent with 
that color, when to return to it or alter it with an overlay and the possibilities are endless, 
shimmering in scope, like the potential of a moment. Kipling's is a discipline that demands a 
balanced headspace, an acknowledgement of the restlessness of creation alongside of the 
permanence of the resultant object. She demonstrates willingness to engage in the dance.
 

Ann Kipling, Headbones Gallery - 2014



The inter-connective qualities of being, the 
tremulousness of life – this is a big subject to tackle 
with a simple drawing tool upon paper. Kipling 
explores many of the tools (pencils, pens, pastels, 
pencil crayons, watercolors) but stays loyal to the 
gesture, the evidence of her having been there, 
communicating with the person who sits before 
her through the drawing tool. The etchings depart 
from this process only slightly as she revisits her 
drawings and translates them onto the plate. The 
medium is built to record the sensitivity of the line.

Kipling moves over a face with her eyes and places 
that journey upon the paper through the 
meticulous mark-making that has become her 
signature. It is a careful exercise with an exactness 
that she recognizes and then does with no evident 
hesitation. The overall result reads as correct, not a 
plus or minus missed, an equation that balances 
out and here is the miracle – the portrait resembles 
the sitter! She can look at pieces from long ago and 
know who it was that she was drawing. For those 
persons who are present in her current space, they 
too are recognizable. Leonard Epp's portrait dated 

1967 is recognizable as the Leonard of today because there is an authenticity in the process that 
transfers into the piece, to carry through time. Each mark is stolen from that brief present. It records 
the past and pushes the image through to the future, to be seen again. And the vibrancy is retained.

Born in Victoria, Kipling's roots are in BC. She graduated from The Vancouver School of Art in 1960. 
She has dedicated her artistic practice to working on paper. She is an important figure in Canadian 
art for Kipling's work has been well recognized. Those who occupy the positions where criteria and 
quality is defined - the curators, collectors, those who truly look at artworks - herald her 
accomplishments. Her works are in major collections across Canada.

Kipling states in the exhibition catalogue For the Record, Drawing Contemporary Life which 
showed at the Vancouver Art Gallery in 2003 “ When I am drawing from the figure or the landscape, 
I am fascinated by the change, movement, energy and transformation of form in a seemingly static 
situation.” 

Headbones Gallery is pleased to show an exhibition of portraits by Ann Kipling, Headspace. The 
opening reception is October 30, the night before Hallowe'en when shape shifting and identity 
changes are rampant.

Julie Oakes, 2014

Leonhard Epp, Headbones Gallery - 2014



Leonhard Epp - 1967, Etching on paper, 5x4.5 inches



December 24 - 1985, Conte and pastel on paper, 30x22 inches





Erika - 1984, Conte and pastel on paper, 25.5x19.5 inches





Allan II - 1984, Conte and pastel on paper, 26x20 inches





Portrait of a Man in a Hat and Red Jacket - 1984, Conte and pastel on paper, 30x22 inches





Sallie - 1985, Conte and pastel on paper, 30x22 inches





Annette - 1985, Conte & pastel on paper, 36.5x26 inches





Maria - 1985, Conte & pastel on paper, 35x26 inches





Pamela - 1994, Ink on paper, 30x22 inches





Annike - 1968, Ink on paper, 40x25.5 inches





Kari - 1994, Ink on paper, 30x22 inches





Large Head - 1989, Conte & pastel on paper, 42x29.5 inches





Barbara Quandt - 1989, Conte & pastel on paper, 42x29.5 inches





Angelika - 1989, Conte & pastel on paper, 42x28 inches





Leonhard - 1989, Conte & pastel on paper, 42x29.5 inches





Self Portrait - 1967, Etching on paper, 12x11.5 inches, Edition 16/20





Head - 1967, Etching on paper, 12x12 inches, Edition 6/14





Head - 1967, Etching and aquatint on paper, 12.5x9 inches, Edition 1/9





Self Portrait - 1967, Etching on paper, 12.5x10 inches, Edition 5/11





Head - 1967, Etching on paper, 15x9.5 inches, Edition 15/20





Head Etching on paper - 1967, , 5x3.5 inches





Head Etching on paper - 1967, , 7x6 inches





Anna - 1964, Drypoint on paper, 5.5x4.5 inches, Edition 6/8





Anna II - 1964, Drypoint on paper, 5.5x4.5 inches, Edition 5/5





Judith - 1964, Drypoint on paper, 5.5x4.5 inches, Edition 5/11





Judith II - 1964, Drypoint on paper, 5x3 inches, Edition 8/8





Judith III - 1964, Drypoint on paper, 5.5x4 inches, Edition 4/6







ANN KIPLING
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